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Medicinal Cannabis 

Changing the law 

 

In an Australian first, legislation has been introduced into the Victorian Parliament to enable 

access to locally cultivated and manufactured medicinal cannabis products for patients in 

exceptional circumstances.   

 

Research shows 91 per cent of Australians believe the use of cannabis for medicinal purposes 

should be legal. 

 

This delivers on the Victorian Government’s election commitment to change the law so that 

people with severe medical conditions and symptoms will have another treatment option. 

 

Changes to the law 

The Access to Medicinal Cannabis Bill 2015 (the Bill) allows for the lawful cultivation and manufacture of 

medicinal cannabis products.  It will also make sure that patients are able to access medicinal cannabis 

under appropriate medical supervision. 

In December 2014, the Government asked the Victorian Law Reform Commission to advise on the 

options to change the law. The Bill implements the recommendations of the Victorian Law Reform 

Commission’s Medicinal Cannabis Report.  

From 2017, eligible patients will be able to access medicinal cannabis products under appropriate 

medical supervision. Children with severe epilepsy where other forms have treatment have not worked 

will be the first group of eligible patients.  

Following advice from the medical profession, the Government will consider expanding eligibility to other 

patient groups. To make sure the right expertise is at hand an independent medical advisory committee 

on medicinal cannabis will also be established in 2016. 

Medical practitioners will be able to authorise eligible patients to use approved medicinal cannabis 

products. The law will enable pharmacists to supply approved medicinal cannabis products to eligible 

patients. Medicinal cannabis products available through the scheme will not be in a form that can be 

readily smoked.  

The Victorian Government is not changing the law to enable the recreational use of cannabis.  People 

will not be able to grow their own or use products sourced from the black market.  All cannabis use 

unless within Victoria’s medicinal cannabis scheme will remain illegal. 

To help build the evidence base, the Bill will enable medicinal cannabis use for research purposes.  The 

Victorian Government is also continuing to work hard to establish clinical trials. 

The Office of Medicinal Cannabis will be established in early 2016 within the Department of Health and 

Human Services to work with the medical profession as well as support new research by collecting data. 
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The legislation will also enable Victoria to establish cultivation and manufacturing industries to make sure 

eligible patients can access medicinal cannabis.  The Office of Medicinal Cannabis will oversee 

manufacturing. 

As a first step, the Department of Economic Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources will oversee 

cultivation trials in 2016.  In the future, the Victorian legislation will allow for appropriately licenced private 

entities to cultivate and manufacture medicinal cannabis. 

Timing  

Legislation was introduced on 8 December 2015 and will be debated in Parliament in early 2016. 

It is hoped these new laws will be passed to enable Victorians to commence using these new 

arrangements as soon as possible, so that the first patient group will be able to access medicinal 

cannabis from 2017. 

 
The Victorian Law Reform Commission’s full Report can be found at www.lawreform.vic.gov.au  

More information can be found on the Department of Health and Human Services’ website – 

https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/drugs-and-poisons/medicinal-cannabis 

 


